Tara-Leeway Heights Civic Association

Minutes, Sept. 21, 2009 Meeting, 7 pm, Langston Center
Attendees:   Bill Braswell, Alyssa Cowden, Dru Fearing, Roberta Fox, Carolyn Hall, Ray Keaney, Alicia Mitchell, Frank Roberts, John Roman, Dave Shepherd, Pam Silberstein, Ted Stump, Eric Willis

Guests:  Pat Williamson, Mike Byrnes, Audrey Clement, John Reeder, Bob Chase

I. Welcome and Introductions

TLHCA Board President Dave Shepherd welcomed everyone to the meeting and all Board members introduced themselves. Dave then introduced the guests: Pat Williamson and Mike Byrnes from WETA, and Audrey Clement of the Arlington Green Party and Bob Chase of the Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance (NVTA), here to talk about the proposed I-66 spot improvements inside the Beltway.  John Reeder, a resident of TLH CA, was also present on behalf of the Green Party position.
II.
WETA Tower
Ms. Williamson and Mr. Byrnes discussed the WETA Tower which is located at 5217 19th Road, within the TLH CA bounds.  In particular, they mentioned the radio frequency study which was conducted in August and showed that the WETA tower’s emissions were 8/10 of 1% of the allowable maximum set by the FCC.  Mr. Byrnes produced a letter from the consulting engineering firm that conducted the study.  WETA uses about 40-45% of the tower, with the rest used by various lessees including, for example, Comcast, other radio stations, ambulance services, etc.  The tower’s commercial site license comes up for review in September of 2010.  Ms. Williamson and Mr. Byrnes invite anyone who has questions to contact them.

III.
I-66 Widening Debate
Audrey Clements has filed a lawsuit pro se in US District Court in Alexandria against the US Highway Administration, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), the US Department of Transportation (DOT) (and perhaps others) regarding the proposed spot widening improvements to I-66 within the Beltway.  She approached the TLH CA to see if we would join in the suit.  It was noted that while the County Board opposes the I-66 widening, they have neither joined this suit nor filed themselves, but the CB has filed suit against the proposed 395 HOT lane project.  
Mr. Chase described the project as the addition of two (2) 12-foot-wide lanes, one going in each direction, between the Fairfax drive entrance/exit ramps to the Dulles Access Road.  While there were originally 3 separate, so-called “spot improvement” projects, this is the only one for which funding exists.  There was lengthy discussion regarding the background to and need and funding for this project, as well as the history of the I-66 construction.  After the speakers left, the board decided that it was neither appropriate nor within our authority to commit the civic association to this lawsuit. 

IV.
Other Business
1.
Dave/Bill announced that on September 26, there will be a Community Forum at which the Arlington County 5-year Conservation Plan would be discussed.

2.
The TLHCA board selected the following board members to represent the TLHCA at the Arlington County Civic Federation, an umbrella group for all neighborhood civic associations and other civic organizations.  The following residents will represent TLH CA:

Delegates: Bill Braswell, John Vihstadt

Alternates: Ted Stump, Alyssa Cowden, John Roman, Alicia Mitchell

V.
NCAC Report - Bill Braswell reported on the status of the following projects:


1.
Big Walnut Park: the preliminary design and construction has been funded. Valerie Mosley of the county wants to meet with civic association representatives to discuss next steps in the development of the Park.  

2.
Inglewood & 15th St.: this project is complete, save for plantings.


3.
1800 & 1900 blocks of Harrison St sidewalks: this did not receive the necessary 60% approval by affected residents, primarily because the county proposed putting the sidewalk in on the east side of the street.  It would cost $292,000 more to do on the west side.  There was discussion as to whether this project can be revisited, or is “dead” for now.


4.
1500 block of Harrison: still in voting.


5.
22nd St. & Lexington: approved under the “missing links” program, and construction is slated to begin before the end of the year.

Bill explained that we can have up to two (2) projects in the funding queue.  The deadline to submit applications for the next funding round is November 15.  If the 1500 block of Harrison St sidewalk project is approved, it would be included in the spring funding round.  Board members discussed other possible projects for NCAC funding, including suggestions that have come in from TLHCA residents, such as: a traffic circle at 19th & Kenilworth; more money for Big Walnut Park; traffic calming measures on Patrick Henry at 18th St., etc.  Bill said that Kellie Brown from the county has a list of possible projects for TLHCA and that she is available to come to a board meeting to discuss those.  It was also discussed that a notice would be sent to the TLHCA listserv and be posted on the website, soliciting neighborhood input for other possible projects.  Ted confirmed that the board’s monthly meetings are open to the entire civic association membership.
VI.
Westover Library
The formal ribbon cutting for the new building will take place on Friday, October 30.  On Saturday, October 31, there will be an Open House to celebrate the opening of the new library, with a neighborhood party, local bands playing, kids’ activities, etc.
VII. Ted Stump mentioned the upcoming Walk Arlington event.  During this event, residents can take a self-paced walking tour of Arlington based on a guidebook printed by the county.  Date??
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.
