
Tara-Leeway Heights Civic Association

Minutes, Oct. 19, 2009 Meeting, 7 pm, Langston Center
Attendees:   
TLHCA Board Members: Bill Braswell, Carolyn Hall, Karl Hartmann, Ray Keaney, Alicia Mitchell, John Roman, Dave Shepherd, Pam Silberstein, Ted Stump, John Vihstadt, Eric Willis

Guests:  Joe David Berg, Tracy Graves, Tim McIntosh, Jim Meditz, Valerie Mosley, Kevin Stalica
I. Welcome and Introductions

TLHCA Board President Dave Shepherd welcomed everyone to the meeting and all Board members introduced themselves. Dave then introduced the guests: Valerie Mosley, Tim McIntosh and Kevin Stalica, from Arlington County, and Joe Berg, a resident here to discuss a proposal for NC funding. 

II.
Big Walnut Park
Ms. Mosley gave an update on the status of Big Walnut Park (BWP).  It is funded and moving into the design phase.  Earlier TLHCA feedback regarding adding tot swings; making the play areas as big as possible, and having them appeal to different age groups was incorporated.   There was further discussion regarding the design, requirements and limitations of this space: ADA requirements re: grading; the loop around the playground area (not continuous, interrupted by steps); removal of the chainlink fence; which age group(s) to target, etc.  Ms. Mosley hopes to have TLHCA sign-off on a final design at the November meeting.  The schedule calls for putting the project up for bid next year, with construction to begin in 2011.  Dave Shepherd will put the design on the TLHCA website, solicit and set a deadline for resident feedback, with TLHCA board to vote at the Nov. 19 meeting.

III.
Other Possible NC Improvement Projects
A.
Tim McIntosh, a Neighborhood Planner in the Arlington County Neighborhood Conservation Program office (and appearing in place of Kellie Brown), presented a list of potential sidewalk projects within the TLH bounds that might qualify for NC funds under the missing link program.  His presentation outlined the criteria upon which a sidewalk project is evaluated to qualify for Missing Link program funding.  Kellie Brown of the same office had identified 5 possibilities within TLHCA, all of which are identified and discussed in the PowerPoint presentation: 
(i) 22nd St N, from Lexington to Kentucky, which is funded; 
(ii) N. Greenbriar St. between 16th St and 16th Rd; 
(iii) N. Illinois St. between 15th St. and Washington Blvd; 
(iv) 15th St between Ivanhoe & Inglewood, and 
(v) Jefferson St between 16th St & 15th St.  
With the exception of the first, 22nd St, none of these sites meet all of the missing link criteria, and some are known to be opposed by residents.

B.
Joe David Berg, a resident of Kentucky St, presented a proposal to convert the curving portion of N. 22nd St to a pedestrian greenway.  
C.
Dave Shepherd circulated a list drawn up by Bill Braswell of other potential TLHCA NCAC/sidewalk improvement projects.  This list was circulated to TLHCA residents via the listserv.  Included in this list are:

(i) two sidewalk improvement projects that affected residents already have turned down, (1800-1900 and 1500 Harrison St sidewalks) so these were eliminated from discussion;

(ii) three requests for traffic calming in the Patrick Henry - Jefferson St - 18th St area.  Pam Silberstein and Tracy Graves presented these to the board, and noted that more resident feedback came in about these than any other topic.  They further noted that concern has been expressed that traffic calming on Patrick Henry (i.e., crosswalks; a stop sign, etc) could increase the use of Jefferson St as a cut-through and the associated speeding problem there.  They requested that these three suggestions be considered as a whole (#s 3, 5 & 6 on the list).
(iii) #4 on the list, a sidewalk project on Jefferson between Washington Blvd & 16th St, was eliminated due to lack of resident support. 
(iv) 2 items, #s 8 & 9, concerned BWP, so these were not discussed.  
(v) a request for a traffic circle at Kenilworth & 19th has already been rejected by Arlington traffic calming staff according to Bill Braswell, although they have requested a study of traffic & speed counts.
Then Board then voted, using a weighted voting mechanism devised by Karl H and John R, and identified BWP; the 22nd St proposal advanced by Joe Berg; and the combined traffic calming measures for Patrick Henry & Jefferson as their top 3 priorities for NC funding proposals.  It was decided that both the Bill Braswell list and the list of potential sidewalk improvement projects prepared by the County NC staff would be posted on the website & circulated to the listserv for further comment, prior to submitting the TLHCA neighborhood improvements to the NC by the Nov. 15 deadline.
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.


