Tara-Leeway Heights Civic Association

Minutes, November 16, 2009 Meeting, 7 pm, Langston Center
Attendees:   
TLHCA Board Members: Bill Braswell, Ray Keaney, Alyssa Crowden, John Roman, Dave Shepherd, Dru Fearing, Ted Stump, Roberta Fox
Guests:  Joel Franklin, Arlington County Housing Division & Officer J. O’Daniel, APD
I. Welcome and Introductions

TLHCA Board President Dave Shepherd welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the guests: Joel Franklin, Arlington County Housing Division & Officer J. O’Daniel, Arlington County Police Department
II. Crime Report

Officer J. O’Daniel gave an update on crime in the Tara-Leeway Heights CA borders.  Since May 15, 2009 there have been 19 “Incidents of Note” including 8 Larceny, 2 assault, 1 burglary, 3 fraud, 2 vandalism 2 narcotics and 1 DUI.  There were also 41 traffic violations.   

The message from Officer O’Daniel was clear – we live in a very safe area.  He reiterated that the majority of the Incidents of Note could have easily been avoided by locking the doors of cars and houses, as well as by taking valuables out of plain site (laptops, purses & GPS devices in open cars).  

He asked that we pay attention to these things and that we notify police whenever we see people who look out of place or suspicious.  For questions, please feel free to contact Officer O’Daniel at 703-228-3600 x9847 or via email at jodaniel@arlington.va.us 

We will request that Officer O’Daniel return in 6 months for an update.

III. Arlington County 5 Year Consolidated Plan

The 5 Year Consolidated Plan (The Plan) was presented by Joel Franklin of the Arlington County Housing Division.   The Plan is required by HUD to be updated every 5 years.  It allows the county to take a critical look at its programs in regards to issues such as Affordable Housing, Homelessness, Supportive Housing, Community Development and Anti-Poverty.  The Plan is used to determine how Federal and local funds are spent on these issues.
The County website has a Blog about the Plan where citizens can sign up for updates.  The schedule for comments allows for Citizens participation through March 2010, however, any comments prior to the end of December 2009 would be welcome and allow time for consideration and input.  Joel Franklin will provide a copy of the presentation to Dave Shepherd for the TLHCA website.
IV. Big Walnut Park
At our previous meeting, Valerie Mosley of Arlington County gave an update on the status of Big Walnut Park (BWP).  It is funded and moving into the design phase.  Ms. Mosley expressed her hopes to have TLHCA sign-off on a final design at the November meeting.  Dave Shepherd put the design on the TLHCA website, solicited input from the CA and set a deadline for resident feedback, with TLHCA board to vote at the Nov. 19 meeting.

Subsequent to the last Board meeting, Ms. Mosley informed the Board that based upon her most updated calculations, BWP would have enough money to accommodate all the equipment we required and an additional NCAC round of funding would not be needed.

Based upon that electronic discussion and feedback, and further discussion at the board meeting, it was decided that the primary age range to be served by BWP will be the 5-12 year old age range.  Therefore, based upon the potential configurations provided by Ms. Mosley, the Board agreed upon the “Play Structure #1 with the “surfboard and a “Big Ben” Large Merry Go round in place of the proposed Large Spinner.

VI. NC Improvement Projects for Submittal to NCAC
The last order of business was to determine the proposals to be submitted to NCAC as our Primary and secondary proposals for NCAC funding.  Based upon the previous meeting, the remaining candidates included:
· A proposal to convert the curving portion of N. 22nd St to a pedestrian greenway presented by Joe David Berg, a resident of Kentucky St. In response to the requests to the TLHCA via email, the Board has received five emails from TLH residents in favor of the 22nd St Greenway project.
· Three requests for traffic calming in the Patrick Henry - Jefferson St - 18th St area.  Pam Silberstein and Tracy Graves presented these to the board at the October meeting, and noted that more resident feedback came in about these than any other topic.  They further noted that concern has been expressed that traffic calming on Patrick Henry (i.e., crosswalks; a stop sign, etc) could increase the use of Jefferson St as a cut-through and the associated speeding problem there.  

· Additional playground equipment for Big Walnut Park.

The additional playground equipment for BWP was eliminated, as it was no longer necessary based upon updated budget calculation from the County.  This left the pedestrian greenway and the traffic calming proposals for consideration.  

There was significant discussion on several items regarding these 2 proposals.  First, there were divergent opinions on the preliminary vote from the previous meeting.  Some had the pedestrian greenway as the top vote getter and some the traffic calming measures.  However, the Board also discussed the problem with the definition of the traffic calming measure.  As it will be presented, there is concern that it is not a NCAC project, per se, but that it may be combination of efforts that will require input by multiple jurisdictions including transportation, NCAC and others.  This may lead to the project not being accepted as an NCAC project and therefore being rejected by the County Board.  Therefore, the Board agreed that it was prudent to provide the more defined plan for a pedestrian greenway as our #1 priority program (Vote of 5 for to 3 against).  We may decide to revise that in the next funding round, once we know if our proposal will meet the requirement for an NCAC project.  
Therefore, the Priority programs for this NCAC round will be provided to the County as follows:

1. The TLHCA proposes to convert the curving portion of N. 22nd St between N. Lexington Street and 22nd St N. to a pedestrian greenway as presented by Joe David Berg, a resident of Kentucky St.  This is a plan to convert an unneeded street into a pedestrian friendly walkway and play area.  Specifically there is a small section of North 22nd St. in Arlington that is a curved shortcut road near Lexington St. It connects to Lexington on the south end and N. 22nd St on the north end. It is only about 1 block long. Several homes have their backyards adjacent to this road, but there are no front entrances on this road. This road is used extensively by pedestrian traffic.  Close observation would show that neighborhood residents often walk their pets and children along this road.  Because there is no sidewalk, the pedestrians walk on the street.  Because it is a curved road, it is not possible for a driver to see pedestrians that may be just a little further ahead.  This road is both unnecessary and a hazard to pedestrians. A Pedestrian Greenway would increase green space in Arlington County, provide a pedestrian safe environment where a potential hazard exists and is supported by a majority of the residents adjacent to the proposed project.
2. The TLHCA proposes to solicit a range of options from the County to resolve the issues relating to pedestrian safety in the triangular area defined by Patrick Henry Drive, N. Jefferson Street, and 16th St N as well as implementation of one or more of these options.  The goal is to promote pedestrian safety on 18th Street as it crosses Patrick Henry Drive (where a blind downhill turn creates visibility and speed issues) and on Jefferson Street between Patrick Henry Drive and 16th Street.  The need to resolve these issues is not new and has long been an issue in the community.  Additionally, the new Westover Library Branch, the Reed School and the new playgrounds at both the Reed School and Parkhurst have created additional pedestrian traffic in the area that already had significant traffic relating to the previous facilities as well as foot traffic relating to Swanson Middle School, local school bus stops and the Reed School fields.
VI. Action Items:

· Ted Stump will write a newsletter article explaining the process used to select the 2 priority projects for the NCAC round.
· John Roman will document a process for future NCAC project decisions and follow up on suggested projects.

· Bill Braswell will schedule future meetings of the TLHCA at the Westover Library on the second Monday of the month in order to allow PTA Council members to attend the CA meetings.

· Roberta Fox will inform Valerie Mosley of our decision on Big Walnut.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.
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